The importance of being adhesive
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e Plant-parasitic nematodes cause around
$100 billion losses to crops per year.

¢ Nematicides that have been used to
control them are highly toxic to humans,
animals and the environment and
alternatives are being sought.

e Pasteuria penetrans is a Gram-positive
endospore producing bacterium (Fig 1); it
infects nematodes and has pote
developed into a biocontrc
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brous nap (Fig 2) of the
dospore in other closely related
bacterial species are made up of
collagen-like glycoproteins.
Sequence analysis of the
Pasteuria genome has identified
17 putative collagen-like genome
sequences.

the cuticle of a nematode (A); magnified
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Fig 3. The number of endospores that adhere to
infective nematodes is around 15 per individual.
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